
BILDESTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the annual meeting of Bildeston Parish Council held on 

10 May 2010 in Chamberlin Hall at 7.30 pm

           In attendance:

Councillors:
P Cousins

A Guttridge


R Lester 

G Spindler

J Talbott


R Taylor


One Vacancy
Cllr Desmond Keane (Babergh DC)

Mr Ian McKechnie (acting RFO)

V J Allard   (Clerk)

Two members of the public were present

C1/10/11
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllrs J Cartwright and N Tye and from Cllr J Pembroke (Suffolk 
County Council)
C2/10/11
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST



Cllr Guttridge declared that he was an officer of Suffolk County Council and Cllr Lester 


declared an interest in the Planning items regarding Veranda House (minute C13/10/11 

refers)
C3/10/11
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

Cllr Guttridge proposed Cllr Lester.  This was seconded by Cllr Spindler.       
Cllr Lester accepted the position, signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office (witnessed by the Clerk as Proper Officer) and took the Chair.

C4/10/11  
ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN
Cllr Lester proposed Cllr Guttridge.  This was seconded by Cllr Spindler.  Cllr Guttridge accepted the position and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office (witnessed by the Clerk as Proper Officer).

C5/10/11 
TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING


The minutes of the meeting held on 12 April 2009 were confirmed as a correct record subject to minute no C206/09/10 (Road Safety) being amended to read ‘There was now a budget of £1,200 for equipment.’

C6/10/11
ELECTION OF REPRESENTATIVES
It was RESOLVED that for the next twelve months the representatives would remain as follows  but with the appointment of two further representatives to areas of interest;  with working parties to be arranged to deal with any special issues.

	Area of Interest
	Role
	Councillor

	Footpaths
	Portfolio
	Gordon Spindler

	Street Lights
	Portfolio
	Robin Taylor

	Wattisham Airfield Liaison
	Portfolio
	Richard Lester

	Roads and Traffic
	Portfolio
	Jim Talbott

	Chamberlin Hall
	Representative
	Andrew Guttridge

	Children’s Playground
	Representative
	Paul Cousins

	P.C.C
	Contact 
	Richard Lester

	Baptist Chapel
	Contact
	Paul Cousins

	TON Class Liaison Officer
	Contact
	Neville Tye

	King’s Pightle Pocket Park
	Contact
	Robin Taylor

	Sports field
	Contact
	Gordon Spindler


C7/10/11
POLICE REPORT

The latest report from the Babergh District of Safer Neighbourhoods was read out.
The Clerk was asked to write to PCSO Penny Molkenthin to thank her for the report and to inform her that the yellow lines by the Health Centre had been renewed and no parking regulations might now be enforceable.
C8/10/11
SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL

There was no report from the County Council this month
C9/10/11  
BABERGH DISTRICT COUNCIL

Cllr Keane reported that the Local Government Review was no longer being pursued.

Serious talks were going on between Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils to share certain services such as one Chief Executive to run both Councils and Planning Departments. 

It was appreciated that both authorities were rural in nature. This would be a cost cutting exercise.  Cllr Keane hoped to have more news on progress next month.

At the recent Parish meeting he had been asked to investigate the matter of the ‘rate’ rise on Chamberlin Hall. He would pass on the name of the relevant contact to speak to at Babergh.

Cllr Lester asked if this was a policy change affecting the whole district? Cllr Keane would advise.

On the emptying of Brown Bins in the winter, there was no intention of changing the current system.

Cllr Cousins asked for an update on the affordable housing scheme in Wattisham Road.  Cllr Keane would look into this.
C10/10/11
FINANCE


To Receive Accounts


The Chairman had allowed this item on the agenda to be considered out of sequence in order 

to allow Mr McKechnie to present his report and to free him to leave the meeting at his 


convenience.


Mr McKechnie explained that his firm was acting as backup to Mr Malcolm Baker’s firm 


following the sad loss of Mr Baker.  He explained that the accounts were not quite ready for 

presentation saying that accountants all have their individual ways of working and he was still 

getting to grips with the various files.  He saw absolutely no reason for concern but wanted to 

arrive at total accuracy before sending the figures off for internal audit.



Although Mr McKechnie was happy to carry on as acting RFO for the moment, he thought that 

the Council should seek a more local person to take on the role when possible.



The Chairman and Members thanked Mr McKechnie for giving up his evening to attend the 

meeting.

C11/10/11
HEDGEROW SURVEY


The Council had received a request from The Suffolk Hedgerow Survey to enlist volunteers in 

the village to carry out a survey of hedgerows in the parish.  Members did not see any reason 

for the Parish Council’s involvement with this and asked the Clerk to send the information to 

the Bugle suggesting that anyone interested should apply directly to Suffolk Hedgerow.
C12/10/11
MATTERS ARISING/CARRIED FORWARD FROM PREVIOUS METINGS

 

King’s Pightle Pocket Park Funding

AGREED the Parish Council would to pick up grass cutting for 2010. 


The Parish Council saw King’s Pightle as a great asset for the village and would like to work 
with King’s Pightle Management Cttee to help develop sustainable long term plans.  To help 
this along, a representative from the Parish Council had been appointed under Election of 
Representatives (minute C6/10/11 above refers).  The matter of Public Liability Insurance 
would be considered next month

Land Matters
Cllr Taylor reported that the Council’s offer had been declined.
Vacancy for a Councillor

The Vacancy had been advertised in the Bugle and on the Notice Board. There had been no interest shown to date.
C13/10/11 
PLANNING MATTERS
    
Planning Appendix A
	Application Number:
	B/10/00470

	Location:
	14 Squirrells Mill Road

	Proposal:
	Erection of single-storey rear extension.

	Decision:
	No Objection


	Application Number:
	B/10/00435

	Location:
	Verandah House, 150-152 High Street

	Proposal:
	Erection of single-storey rear extension (existing rear outbuilding to be demolished).

	Decision:
	No objection


	Application Number:
	B/10/00436

	Location:
	Verandah House, 150-152 High Street

	Proposal:
	Application for Listed Building Consent - Erection of single-storey rear extension. Internal and external alterations. Demolition of existing outbuilding.

	Decision:
	No objection




Planning Appendix B

 Decided by Babergh District Council

	Application Number:
	B/09/00935

	Location:
	131 High Street

	Proposal:
	Erection of single-storey rear extension (following demolition of existing rear single-storey extension and chimney) and erection of boundary fence. As amended by Agent's letter and Drawing No's B001/A and B004/A, received on 16th November 2009 and further amended by Agent's email and Drawing No's B002/B and B007/C, received on 16th February 2010. Further amended by revised site plan, received on 2nd March 2010.

	Application Number:
	B/09/00936

	Location:
	129- 131 High Street

	Proposal:
	Application for Listed Building Consent - Demolition of existing rear extension; removal of signage, fire alarm, and 6 No. extraction vents on front elevation; insertion of 1 No. replacement door to front elevation; insertion of 1 No. replacement (partial) ground-floor window to front elevation; insertion of replacement glazing to front bay window; installation of 2 No. lanterns to front elevation; demolish and reconstruct dormer window on rear roofslope; erection of single-storey rear extension; removal of 2 No. extraction fans to rear elevation; insertion of 1 No. replacement door to rear elevation; internal alterations. As amended by Agent's letter and Drawing No's B001/A and B004/A, received on 16th November 2009 and amplified by Justification Statement - Insertion of rooflight, received on 16th November 2009. Further amended by Agent's email and Drawing No's B002/B LBC and B007/C, received on 16th February 2010.

	Decisions:
	Granted


C12/10/11
FINANCE (cont.)
Requests from charitable organisations for grants

King’s Pightle

Please see minute C12/10/11 above
Other requests

A number of letters asking for funding were considered but it had always been the Council’s policy to limit its funding to those charities that could be seen as being of direct value to the village.  The Clerk would write to all those unsuccessful claimants pointing this out.

It was proposed and seconded that the following grants were made:
	Suffolk Accident Rescue Service
	£ 100.00

	Helping Hands
	£ 100.00

	Friends of Bildeston Health Centre
	£ 100.00


By a unanimous vote, RESOLVED that these grants be authorised.
Appointment of Responsible Finance Officer
A comprehensive and informative job description would be drawn up and an appointment panel be formed.

Appointment of Internal Auditor

The Clerk had spoken with Mr Eric Cross who had acted in this capacity for a number of years and who would continue to provide this service.  Mr Cross and Mr McKechnie would liaise in due course.

To Approve Payments

	May Cheques
	all cheques dated 10 May 2010
	

	Statutory Provision
	
	
	      £

	
	V J Allard
	Clerical with expenses
	401.54

	LGA 1972. s 137
	Suffolk Association of Local Councils
	Publication 'Local Government Finance'
	15.95

	LGA 1972. s 214
	Babergh DC
	Garden Waste Collection Service (Subscription)
	40


C13/10/11  
ROAD SAFETY
· Speed-watch




Cllr Talbott reported that recently some volunteers had dropped out so the scheme was 


currently limited on numbers.



He would arrange to advertise for new members in the Bugle.




Those whose applications were still on going were waiting for their approvals and 


surveillance sites had still to be agreed with the Police.




It was hoped that the scheme would be up and running by the end of the summer.

C14/10/11  
MARKET PLACE


There were a few items to be finalised and a further meeting of the Working Party would be 

convened as soon as possible.  Clerk to arrange.



More information on the proposed scheme would be published as soon as possible.



The expected start date remained as the first of June 2010.
.
C15/10/11 
 MATTERS TO BE BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE COUNCIL
· Grove Cemetery

Some subsidence – Clerk would report to contractor

· June Agenda Items
      Village Approaches

      To consider future use of the John Artiss Fund
The meeting closed at 9.20pm
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